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Rosenbergs husband accused 


‘To my knowledge, no 
one has complained to 
me or any political or 
governmental authority 
about these allegations 
by unnamed and 
unidentified individuals.’ 


-BRYON 
HEFNER 
Husband of 


Senate 
President 


= 


4 men say they were sexually assaulted, harassed 


He was a policy advocate who 
made his living trying to persuade leg- 
islators on Beacon Hill to help non- 
profit groups. He was exhausted after 
a working dinner with a group of sen- 
ators and their spouses on that fall 
night in 2015. It was very late, and he 
wanted nothing more than to sleep. 

But Bryon Hefner, then the fiance 
of Senate President Stanley Rosen- 
berg, appeared in his doorway. As the 
advocate recently described it, Hefner 
took a step forward, grabbed the 
man’s genitals, and didn’t let go. He 
recalled Hefner asking him to have 
some fun with him, telling him Rosen- 
berg wouldn’t mind, that Hefner and 
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the Senate president were a team on 
Beacon Hill, and that they would take 
care of him. 

The advocate froze. He felt violat- 
ed, powerless. 

“Nothing prepared me for that mo- 
ment,” he said in one of several inter- 
views over the past few weeks. 

The advocate tried to do the calcu- 
lations. Several times before that 
night, Hefner had boasted to him of 
his great pull in state politics, and of 
his influence with Rosenberg. He had 
described the Senate president’s prior- 


ities as what “we” — Hefner and 
Rosenberg — were trying to accom- 
plish at the State House. The advocate 
needed Rosenberg on his side. Hefner 
left the man in no doubt that he was 
asking for sexual favors in return for 
help on Beacon Hill. 

The advocate, well-known in the 
insular world of Massachusetts poli- 
tics, is one of four men who told the 
Globe that Hefner sexually assaulted 
and harassed them over the past few 
years. Three of the men say Hefner 
grabbed their genitals (two allege he 
did so more than once), and one says 
he kissed him against his will. Though 
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“To the best of my 
recollection I was not 
approached by anyone with 
complaints during or after 
the alleged incidents made 
in this article or I would 
have tried to intervene: 


-STANLEY 
ROSENBERG 


State 
Senate 


Stanley 
Rosenberg 


BAKER AND HEALEY CALL FOR AN INVESTIGATION. A9. 
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White House 
plans to oust 
Tillerson 


CIA director would step in, 
and senator replace him 


By Peter Baker and Maggie Haberman 
NEW YORK TIMES 

WASHINGTON — The White House has 
developed a plan to force out Secretary of 
State Rex W. Tillerson, whose relationship 
with President Trump has been strained, and 
replace him with Mike Pompeo, the CIA direc- 
tor, perhaps within the next several weeks, se- 
nior administration officials said Thursday. 

Pompeo would be replaced at the CIA by 
Senator Tom Cotton, an Arkansas Republican 
who has been a key ally of the president on na- 
tional security matters, according to the White 
House plan. Cotton has signaled that he 
would accept the job if offered, said the offi- 
cials, who insisted on anonymity to discuss 
sensitive deliberations before decisions are 
announced. 

Trump has not signed off on the plan devel- 
oped by John F. Kelly, the White House chief 
of staff, officials said, but the president is said 
to have soured on Tillerson and is ready to 
make a change at the State Department. 
Trump spoke harshly about Tillerson in front 
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Even in late summer, Secretary of State 
Rex Tillerson was seen as a lame duck. 


DAs to toss out 


6,000 tainted 
drug convictions 


By Shawn Musgrave 
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT 

Massachusetts district attorneys on 
Thursday said they would dismiss more than 
6,000 drug convictions due to misconduct by 
a former drug lab chemist and two former 
state prosecutors. 

It marks the second time this year that 
thousands of drug charges were wiped away 
due to official misconduct. 

The latest dismissals follow years of litiga- 
tion over crimes committed by Sonja Farak, a 
former chemist at the Amherst drug lab. 
Farak was arrested in 2013 on charges of 
stealing from the evidence locker to feed her 
own addiction. She pleaded guilty in 2014. 

Farak’s misconduct was compounded fur- 
ther by two former state prosecutors in the 
attorney general’s office who withheld evi- 
dence regarding the scope of the chemist’s 
crimes. Last June, a Springfield judge ruled 
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“Were going to the homestretch heading towards the finish line,” Senate majority leader Mitch McConnell said Thursday. 


Optimism on Senate vote cooled by deficit report as talks continue 


By Astead W. Herndon 
GLOBE STAFF 

WASHINGTON — Weeks of jockeying and 
negotiations over a historic tax overhaul came 
closer to paying off for Republicans Thursday, 
but a last-minute report that the legislation 
would significantly swell the deficit tempered 
their optimism as they aimed to push it 
through the Senate this week. 

GOP holdouts including Arizona Senator 
John McCain and Alaska Senator Lisa 
Murkowski announced they would support 


the conservative tax plan, which promises to 
dramatically cut rates for wealthy individuals 
and corporations in hopes of stimulating the 
economy. 

But the good mood was cooled late in the 
day after Republican senators received some 
bad news from the nonpartisan Joint Commit- 
tee on Taxation, an official numbers-crunch- 
ing body of Congress: The bill would add $1 
trillion to the federal deficit, meaning the 
measure will not live up to sponsors’ promises 
that it pays for itself by creating economic 


growth. 

The new report triggered a flurry of be- 
hind-the-scenes negotiations over whether 
some of the tax cuts should be reversed in the 
future if those huge deficits indeed material- 
ize. 

Polls show both the House and Senate tax 
bills are deeply unpopular, but Republicans 
are setting aside public opinion in an ideologi- 
cal quest to slash taxes, which, despite most 
expert opinion, they contend will dramatically 
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For doctor, a rare treat 


Rescued squirrel gets the human touch 


By Christopher Muther 
GLOBE STAFF 

When Federico Erebia re- 
tired from medicine after 25 
years in the field, he never an- 
ticipated taking on new pa- 
tients, let alone the furry vari- 
ety that inhabit trees and store 
nuts. Yet he found himself one 
morning earlier this year work- 
ing with chicken wire and 
rope, inventing a physical ther- 
apy device for a squirrel — a 
squirrel that, as it turns out, 
would change his life. 

He found the squirrel, or 
the squirrel found him, on a 
spring day when both critter 
and man weren’t feeling par- 
ticularly well. Erebia had gut- 
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Mayor Martin J. Walsh 
ordered an audit of 

the student activity 
accounts at city schools 
after the IRS found slop- 
py bookkeeping. B1. 


Dozens of students 
walked out of Brookline 
High School to protest 
the racial climate after 
two inflammatory 
videos surfaced. B1. 


Partners HealthCare 
challenged a watch- 
dog’s conclusions about 
higher costs resulting 
from the acquisition of 
Mass. Eye and Ear. B9. 


The Massachusetts 
Medical Society will 
vote on ending its oppo- 
sition to assisted sui- 
cide and changing its 
stance to neutral. B1. 


FEDERICO EREBIA 


Pepito yawned during the physical therapy 
devised for him by Federico Erebia. 


Gone, gray 
Friday: Sun returns, mild. 


High 49-54. Low 29-34. 


Saturday: Sunny and cool. 
High 42-47. Low 29-34. 


High tide: 8:38 a.m., 9:09 p.m. 
Sunrise: 6:54 Sunset: 4:12 
Complete report, B13. 
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